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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

SIS aJ^SL ? ' 1 diff< T? CCS thC SubjCCt matter sou 8 ht t0 be P atented «™> *e prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary .stall ,n the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. y 

2. Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doi (US 
5052662) in view of Ivers et al. (US 4887699). 

Doi discloses a spring/mass vibratory force coupler with variable damping and variable 
spring stiffness for coupling masses to a reference mass including a first mass (the engine) 
coupled to a second mass (the chassis) via a first spring (a first spring is inherent to the 
disclosure of Doi since the engine mounted to the chassis at multiple locations) and a second 
spring 16, independent of the first spring, arranged in parallel, a damper 32, 34, 44, arranged 
between the second spring and the first mass wherein a damping function of the damper may be 
varied based on an application of a voltage to an electrorheological or magnetorheological fluid 
contained therein (see col. 5 lines 35-37). 

Doi does not specifically disclose the variability of the damping function having the 
quality of being continuous. Ivers et al. disclose a continuously variable damper. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains at the time the 
invention was made to have applied the voltage to the ERF of Doi in a manner according to the 
teachings of Ivers et al. in order to provide continuously variable damping. 
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Re claim 10, thick plate 40a causes relatively high expansive spring characteristics, see 
col. 4 lines 43-45. 

Re claim 1 1, see ERF col. 5 line 21. 

Re claim 12, an auxiliary mass is part of the engine mount located at another point on the 

chassis. 

Re claim 13, see air chamber, col. 4 line 39. 
Re claim 14, see title. 

Re claim 15, Doi's apparatus couples the masses without any damping function when the 
damping function of the damper is turned off according to the claimed combination. Moreover, 
Applicant points to the bottom of the first paragraph of page 8 of the specification. The middle 
of the same paragraph references Figure 3, which shows compensation chambers 314 with elastic 
membranes 315. Thus, Doi f s damper rigidly couples to the same extent as Applicant's damper. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9 and 15 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A Pezzlo whose telephone number is (703) 306-4617. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Lavinder can be reached on (703) 308-3421. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-3519 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 
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